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The Court: and Country, 


A briefs Diſcourſe Dialogue wile ſet downe 
betweene a Courtier and a Country-man: 


Contayning the manner and condition of their liues, with many 
Delectable and Pithy Sayings worthy obſeruation. 


Alſo, neceſſary Notes for a CO VRT IE R. 
Written by 2 Gent. 
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To = W —— worthy! 


Knight, the fawonrer of all good” © 
Vertues and Studies, Sir STEPHEN 


P o LL, of Blackmoore in Eſſex 3 and : 
to his worthy Lady, Health, Honour, 
and eternall Happineſſ, . 


3 Worthy Knt cur, e 
Eing well acquainted with your true 
knowledge of the Honour of the 
e Court, and the Pleaſure of the Coun- 
trey : your iudiciall Obſervation in your Tra- 
uels abroad, and your ſweet retyred Life at 
home: Finding my Seruice indebted to many 
of your vndeſerued bountifull Fauours, and 
willing, in ſome fruites of my Labour, to ſnewe 
thethankefulneſſe of my Loue, I haue aduentu- 
red to preſent your Patience with a ſhort Dif 
courſe, in the manner of a Dialogue, betweene 

a Courtier and a Countriman, touching the 
Liues of either: What Matter of worth is in it 

L will leaue to your diſcretion to eonſider of, 


Az with 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ; 
with my bounden Seruice to the honour of 
your Commaund, hoping that either heere or 
in the Country it will be a N of idle 
time, with ſome matter of mirth to remoue me- 

lancholy. And ſo in Prayer for your health, 

and your good Ladies, to whom, with 
your ſelfe, Dedicating this 
ſhort Dialogus, I reſt 


Yours,bumbly denoted to be Commauded 


Ni cm B RITORN. 
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Mong many Paſſages that I have met with 
in the world, it was my hap of late to light 
Jon a kinde Controuerfic betwecne two 
*Kinſmen,a Courtier and a Countryman, 
who meeting together vpon a time, fell to 
perſwading one another from their courſes of Life; 
the Courtier would faine haue drawne the Country. 0 
man to the Court, and the Countryman the Courtier — 
to the Country. The reaſons for their delights, and 1 
loue to their manner of liues, I haue ſet downe as I 
found them; but whatſoeuer they alledged for their 
contentments, it ſeemed they were reſolued vpon their 
Courſes, for in che end they left where they begunne 
euery man to his one humour, and ſo brake off. Now - 
what Profit or Pleaſure may ariſe by the reading of 
them, I referre to their diſcretion that can beſt make 
vſe of them. Matter of ſtate is not here medled with; 
' fcurrillity heere is none: no taxing of any Perſon, nor 
offence iuſtly to any whoſoeuer: But paſſages of witte, 
without the malice of any euill minde. And in ſumme, 
matter of good ſubſtance, and mirth enough to driue 
away a great deale of _— and ſo leaving it 
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To the Reader. 
to your Patience to fead, and te yo 
eſteeme of as you ſee cauſe: both to Courtiers aui 
Countrimen that are kinde and honeſt men, I reſt, to 
wiſh content in the courſe of a happy life, and ſo 


9 


remaine ing | | 
Tour well wiſhing Countryman 
Ni. B. 
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The CoVNTRYMAN. 
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CovRTIER. 
—  —_— |D USA N, Well met; A fee you are Fill 
| — 102 the Country, your habits, pour coun- 
tenance, > pour footing, and your carriage 
Ms | lainly ſhew you are no changeling, 
e Jil but euery day alike, one, and the ſame; 
LY STS CovNnTrRrY-MAN. A am ſo indeede,and 
wich that you wereſo to; fo2 then ſhould 
great an eye-ſoze to your friends, noꝛ ſuch an 
— to pour ſelſe: foʒ, I feare the place pou liue in is moze 
coſtip then p2ofitable; where, foʒ one that goes by the weather, 
a number got downe the winde, and perhaps the place not ſg 
trulp full of delight as the paſſage thꝛough a meaner compaſſe, 
Covrr. Oh Couſin, pou cannot but conkeſſe that blinde 
men can iudge no coulours, and vou that line plodding to pur 
chaſea pudding, tannot but diſtaſt any meat that may com- 
pare with it, though in many degrees of goodnes it exceede it: 
fo2, ſhould J tell pon truly what J know ot it, vou would ſon 
after your opinion ta a point of better judgment. Dh, the gal⸗ 
lant lite of the Court, where fo many are the choices of con- 
tentment, as if on earth it were the Paradiſe of the wozld, 
the maieſty of the Soueraigne, the wildome of the Conncell, 
thehoneur of the Loꝛds, the beauty of the Ladies, the care of 


G 1 tourtſey _ Gentlemen, the dining Ber- 
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utce in the Pozning and Euening, the wit ty learued, noble, 
and pleaſant difcourſesall dap, the variety ot wits, with the 
depth of iudgmentt the dainty fare, ſweetly dzefſed and neat⸗ 
ly ſerued, the delicate wines and rare fruites, with excellent 
Muſique and admirable Uopces,Pagkes and Plape! 


- 4 —_—— 


yes Dautt- 
ting and Riding; denerfity of games, delightfull to the Gam 
ſters purpoſes ;- and Riddles, Quefftongand Anſwers ; Po 
ems, Miſtozies, and ſfrange Jnuentions-of Mitt, to tar tie 
the Bꝛaine ot a god vnderſtanding: rich Apparell, pzecious 
Jewells, fine pꝛopoztions, and high Spirits, Pꝛincely Coach- 
es, ſtatelp Bo2ſes, ropall Buildings and rare Architecture, 
ſweete Creatures and ciuill Behauiour: and in the courſe of 
Love ſuch carriage of content, as ſo luls the Spirit in the lap 
of pleaſure, that if Jſhould talke of the pꝛaiſe of it all dap, 4 

Gould be ſhoꝛt of the woꝛth ot it at night. 
_ Covnr,. And there withall you wak't: 82 elſe pau are 
like a Puſitian that onely plapes vpon one ſtring: but, touch 
the Baſſe, with the Treble, the Peane, with the Counfer Te⸗ 
no2, and then ſee how the firings will agree together, and 

whether the Uopces doe not rather faine then fing plaine, foz 
feare the Ditty may diſgrace the Note, and ſo the Muſicke be 
not woꝛth the hearing: But if all be as pou ſap, pet take the 
Euening with the Pozning, and all the weeke with the holp⸗ 
dap, the ſower with the ſweet , and the coſt with thepleaſare, 
and tell me then if once in ſeauen peares, when pour ſtate is 
weakened and pour Land waſfed, your Woods vntimberd, 
your Paſtures vnſto2ed, and your Youſes decaped; thon tell 
me whether you find the pzoucrbe true, ofthe Conrtier young 
and old: though ſometime a Bell ⸗weether map bee fat, when 
many a better ſheepe cannot hit on ſa good a feeding. But 
ſince pon ſpeake fo ſcoznefullp of the Cauntcy life, if yon were 
02 could be ſs happp as to appꝛehend the true content in the 
courſe of it, you would ſhake the head, and ſigh from the heart 

to be ſo long from the knowledg of it, and neuer be at reſt till 
vou were gotten to it. Oh, the ſweete of the Country life, in 
which are ſo many and ſo true varieties of pleaſures as keeps 
the ſpirit ener waking, and the ſenſes ener woꝛking foz — | 


Ihe Courtier and the Countty-man, | 
tull content of the whole Ereatare, in ſo much that ifthers 


may be a ſimilie of heauen vpon earth, it is onely in the-pzz- 
cinct of the Country paſſage, where both nature and reaſon 


behold and enuy that ſatiety of pleaſure that is noteafily te 


be expꝛeſſed. And to anſwer directly to ſome of vour points 
of p2aiſe, let me tell you, though we ſer not our Soueraigne e- 
nery day, yet we pꝛap oz himeuery hower; and holoing our 


fight of his Maieſty. l 
Now, fo2 Conncellozs of State, we reuerente their perſons, 
and pꝛay foꝛ their liues in their labours foꝛ our peace. And foz 


pour Lo2ds, we haue I and loꝛds that agree beſt with our 


mindes, wham vſing with due reuerence, paying them their 
rent, and now and then fo2 ſome ſmall remembꝛances we tan 
haue friendly talks withall, and learne good leſſons of them 
koꝛ many things to be look t into: And vpon the Bench at a 


Quarter Seftons, when they giue a charge, heare them ſpeake 


ſo wiſelp, that it would doe ones heart good to heare them: 
and ſametime in the holydapes, when they keepe good houſes, 
make many a good meales meat with them. And in the time 
bk the peare when the harueſt is in, gor a hunting, and hau⸗ 

king, courſing and fiſhing with them: and ſometime to con- 
tinue god neighbeur-hod, miete, and make matches fo2 hoo. 
ting and bowling with them, when wee exerciſe the body in 
plaine dealing, and not the braine in ſubtle dsuite. 

Po fo2 your Ladies, wee haue pꝛetty Wenches, that, 
though they be not pꝛoud, pet thep thinke their penny good fil= 
uer, and if they be faire it is naturall, and hauing their mo- 
tiers wit theo will doe well enough foz their fathers vnder⸗ 
ſtanding. And fo2 pour Gentlemen, wee haue good Peomen 
that vle moze, courteſey oz at leaſt kindneſſe then curioſity , 
moze friendſhip then complements, and moze truth then elo⸗ 
- quence : and perhaps J map tell pon , I thinke we hanemoze 
anctent and true Gentlemen that hold the plough in the field, 
then vou haue in great places that waite with a trencher ata 


Table; and J haue heard my father ſay, that J beleeue to bes 
true, that a true Gentleman will bee better knowne by 10 


25 


ſelues vnwozthy ot his pꝛeſence, are glad when we may get a 
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- infide then his outſide, fo2 (as he ſaid) a true Gentleman will 
be like himſelfe, ſober, but not pꝛaud; liberall, and yet thiftp; 
wiſe, but not full of wo2ds ; and better leene in the Law, then 
be too buſie with the lawes; one that feares Gad, will be true 
to his Ring, and well knowcs how to line in the wozld, and 
whatſoeuer Gad ſends, bath the grace to be content with it, 
loues his wife and his childzen, is carefull fo his family, is 
a friend to his neighbour, and no enemy to himſelfe : and this 
(aid my father) is indeed the true Gentleman; and fo2 his 
qualities, il bs can ſpeake well, and ride well, and ſhoote well, 
and bowle well, wee deſire no moꝛe of him: but foz kiſſing 
of the hand, as ik hee were licking of his fingers, bending 
do we the head, as if his neck were out of topnt;o2 ſcratching 
by the foo te, as if he were a Cozne-cutter; o2 leering aſide, like 
a wench after her ſwete-heart ; oz winking with one eye, as 
though hee were leuping at a Woodcocke ; and ſuch Apiſh 
tricks, as came out of the Land of Petito, where a Ponkey 
anda Babone make an Urchin Generation: And foz telling 
of tales of the aduenturous Knight + the ſtrang Lady; and foz 
wziting in rime, oꝛ talking in pzoſs, with moze tongues then 
tie th in his head, and with that which he bzought from beyond 
the Seas, which he cannot be rid of at home, fo2ſwearing and 
bzaning;fcoffing and ſtabbing, with ſuch trickes of the diuels 
teaching, we allow none of that learning. Now, if you haue a- 
np ſuch where you liue J know not, 4 hope with vs there are 
none ot them, but J am ſure, if they come amongſt vs, wee de- 
ſire to be rid ot them, 
We haue good husbands and honeſt widdowes, pure Uir- 
gins and chaff Bacheloꝛs, 2 Church men, and cinill 
Townes men, holcſome fare, full diſhes, white vzcad, and 
hearty dzinke, cleane platters and faire linnen, god company, 
friendly talke, plaine muſique,and a merry ſong : and ſo when 
God is pꝛapſed and the people pleaſed, J thinke there is no 
courſe where a man may be better contented. Now, ik it bee 
true (but hope it is not) that J haue heard, that in ſome ſuch 
places as vou liue in: in the woꝛld , a great way hence beyond 
the Dea, there be certaine people that haue bꝛaſen faces, Ser- 
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tales, and ſingers of wenching Ballads; ſweare and foz- 


Thee Courtier and ha Country-man, 


pents tongues, and Cagles clawes, that will int inf 
companies, and perſwade wickednes, anu flatter fotlies; and 
catch hold of whatſoener they can light on fozthe feruice 
lewdnes, eyther money, lands, 82 leaſes, 2 apparelt, and 
ner cramming, and yet ener crauing: they are carriers of let 
ters betweene luſt and wantorneſſe, tellers of old wines 


ſweare, dꝛinke and gull, laugh, and be fat, and fo2 a little 
pleaſure on earth goe to the Diuell fozeuer: Now; theſe in 
the old time (but now a vayes I hope 0 of vle) wore cal⸗ 
led Paraſites and Panders, Jeaſters, 02 Juglers, much 7 
the nature ol Gppfies, cunning as the to diue into 
pocket, oꝛ to picke out the bottome ofa purſe; "but A hape th te 
are all dead, oz at leaſt you haue few of them;abogt you : 
pon haue, J know not what vſe you can make of them, but A 
A am ſure we cannot away with them among vs. J rol 
heard mozeouer that yon haue among yon certain Eues dꝛop⸗ 
pers, that are tale carriers, that come among the rooles of 
Unaues: But foz our howſes in the Cnuntrp, they are ſo fax 
one from another, that if we catch any of them about vs, wee 
ſhonld carry him befoze the Conftable foza Thefe, 
But now leauing to ſpeake moe of theſe things :. fo2 plea- 
ſures, beltrue it, we will pat you downe a wozld of ſteppes 3; 
foz, firſt of all we riſe with the Larke and goe to bed witht 
Lambe, ſo that we hane the bꝛeake of the day.and 83 
nes of the Sunne to cherre dur Spirits in ou . 0 on As 
baurs, which manp of 1 on e pour ſelu reg 2-by1 | 
day of the night and n dap, by lleeping af 
rines vpon the labour ernte not 1 niche 
they which woꝛke all day to bꝛi nfo 
and labour all 4 74455 2 
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in the month of June: in {nlp the peares and the apples, the 
wheat, the rye, the barlp and the dates, {the beauty of the 
wide fields, and the labours with delight and mirth, and mer⸗ 
ry cheare at the comming home of the Harueſt cart: Me haue 
againe in our woods, the birds ſinging ; in the paſfures the 
Cowe lowing, the Cue bleating,+ the Foale neighing, which 
with p2ofit and pleaſure makes vs better niuſique then an idle 
note and a wozſe ditty, though A highly. doe commendmu- 
que, when it is in a right kep. Againe, we haue poung Nah⸗ 
bets that in a ſunny moꝛning fit waſhing of their faces, whils 
as I hane heard beyond the ſeas there are tertaine old Comes, 
that in their beds ſit painting.oftheir faces : wee haue beſides 
Tumblers fo: cur Conies, and Crephounds fo2 our courſes, 


—— 


Pounds foz eur chaſes. Paukes of all kinde foz the field, and 


the riuer, and the wood: ſo that what can reaſon concetue , 
that nature tan de ſire? but foz the delight of both the Coun⸗ 
try doth affo2d vs, l aa * 
Furthermoze, at our meetings on the holpdapes betwiene 
our Lads andthe Wenches, ſuch true mirth at honeſt mee- 
tings, ſuch dauncing on the greens, in the market hovſe, oz 
about the Pay⸗pole, where the poung folkes ſmiling kiſſe at 
enery tur ning, and the old folkes checking with laughing at 
their Childzen, when dauncing fo2 the Garland, plaping at 
fooleball foz a Tanſie and a banquet of Cozds and Creame, 


with a cup ol old nappy Ale, matter of (mall charge, with a lit⸗ 


fle reward of the Piper, after caſting of cher pes epes, and. 
faith and troth foz a bargaine, clZpping of hands, are ſeales to 


the truth ol hearts, when a pap2e of Gloues ꝶ a. handkerchiſte, 
are as gag as the beff obligation, with a cappe and a courtſep. 
hie pe home maides to milking, and ſo merrily goes the day a- 


way. Againe, we haue hay in the barne, hoꝛſes in the fable, 


oxen in the fall, cheeye in the pen. hogges in the ſfie, cozne in 


the garner, cherſe in the loft, milke in the dairy, creame in the 
pot, butter in the viſh,ale in the tub, and aqua vitæ in the bot- 
tie beefe in the bzine, bzawne in the ſowce, and baten in the 
rvofe, hearbs in the garden, and water at our doozes, whole 
ctoths to our backes, and dome money ene 
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uing all this, it we ſerue God withall, what in Gods name 
can we deſire to haue mae? 
Now, foꝛ ſomeofyou; aman may take you many times 


in the nature ol blind-men, that pou tan ſcarcely ſce a penny 
in your purſe, and pour lands gro wne ſo light, that yon beart 


them all on your backes, and pour houſes ſa empty that in the 
cold of winter all the ſmoake goeth ont at one chimnep, when, 


mo2ning, when indeed it is foz lacke of meate to dinner, and 
perhaps no great banquet at Supper, ohen a Cruſt and an 
Oꝛenge, a Ballad and a cup of Sack makes a feaſt foꝛ a Bra- 


uo: then after all, a ſtrech, and ajyaune, and a pipe of Tobac- 
co, weare botes foz want of ſhooes, oz elſe that the garters 


and the roſ-s are at pawns. Now theſe are no Courtiers, but 


hangers on vpon thoſe that ſometimes in great places haus 


an hymoz to fatten fleas. 


Now foz ve in the Country, wee runne no ſuch courſes; 


out are content with that we haue, ſomwhat foz a 


and keepe 


rainy dap: lone neither to bozrow no; lend, but kape-the” 
ſfake fill: vpꝛight, ſpend as we may ſpare, and loke to the 
maine at the yeares end our meetings are fo2 mirth, and not 
miſchiefe : and foz quarrells we gautnone, except the ople ot 
the malt wozke vp into the head andſs/diffemper the bzaine, 
that the tongue runne gut of o2der, when a fit of fiſkicuffes- 
wül ſoone make an end of all matters; ſo that wee haue plea⸗ 
ſure with profit, mirth without madnelle, and loue withont 


diſſembling, when the peace al Conſcience is an inward Pa- 


radiſe. Now if pou can ſhe w anp better Cards fs2 the main 
tapning of your sppinion, J pꝛap you heartily let me heare it. 


CO VRY. Oh Couſin „J am fozry to ſee pout ſimplicitp, 


what a deale of ader yeu haue made about nothing but I ſ& 


the pꝛouerbe holds true in you. He that liues albwayes at home 


ſees net hing but the ſame, and your education being but ac- 
cozaing to pour diſpoſition ;fomewhatof the meaneſt manner 
8 „pour witte * being all in n 


if Bꝛag were not a good dogge, J know not how — would 
hold vp his taile: Oh, the ſine excuſes of wit, oꝛ rather follp, / 
late buſineſſe nuer night makes you keepe pour beds in the 
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The Courtier and the Country- man. 
then in Capite, and your learning but to fpell and put foge- | 
ther, it were hard fo2 you that neuer ſtudied Aﬀtronomp to 
ſpeake of the nature ot the Starres; and therefoze I tan the 
better beare with your humour, \becanſe it is moze naturall 
then artificiall, yet could i wiſh you would not fo clownifie 
your wit, as to bury pour vnderſtanding all vnder a clod of 
earth: What : is man but as a beaſt, bzed like a foze-hozſe , 
to goe alwayes right on, and rather d2aw ina cart, then trot 
in a better compaſſe - fie vpon baſeneſſs, it is the badge of a 
Begger: No, let me tell vou, it you were 02 couly be acquain- 
ted with the life sf a Conrtier, you would finde ſach bewitch⸗ 
ing obierts to the eyes, and rauiſching delights of the heart 
that pou would hold the wozld as a wildernes to the Palace 
of a Pꝛinte, and lite but as a death that hath no taſt of Court 

comfozts. _ 

Dh Couſin, wee haue earning i in ſuch reuerence, wildome 
in'ſuch admiration, vertue in ſuch honour, valour in ſuch 
eſtteme, truth in ſuch loue, and lone in ſo rare account, that 
there doth almoſt nothing paſſe in perfection; 5 is not follows 
ed, withg reat obſeruation, wher the fauonr of a Pzince maks 
a Begger a pettp King, the countenance of a Lozd makes a 
clowne a Gentleman,andtheloke of a Lady makes a grome 
a gay feilow. Dh Couſin, aduancement and contentment are 
the fruites of Court ſeruice, and the ſteps of hope to the fate 
of honour : fartzermoze, foz knowledge, we haue the due con- 
fiderationofoccurrents , the dilciphering of Characters, en- 

diting of letters, hearing of ozations, deliuering of meſſages, 
congratulating of Pꝛintes, and the foꝛme of ambaſſages, all 
Which are (uch delights of the Spirit, as makes a ſhadow of 
that man, that hath not a mind from the multitude to loke in⸗ 
to the nature of the Spirits honour. 

Further moze, we haue in Court Dfficers of care, Orders 
ol diicretion, epes of baightneſſe, eares of clearenefle, hearts 

of pureneſſe, bꝛainesof wiſdome tongues of truth, mindes ot 
noblensfle, and Spirits of goodnefle, which though they bee 
not in all. yet are they examples fo2 all, and in the wozthieff . 
of all. Db Couſin, / to ”—_ _—_ 92-Pzince ſpeake like a 


Pꝛophet 


he Courtier and the Country man- 


Pꝛophet, a Queene like an Angell, a Countelloz like an O. 
racle. a L oꝛd like a Councelloꝭ a Lady like a Qutene, a Pꝛea⸗ 


to note the maieſty of the greateſt, the reuerence of the wiſe, 

the honour of the wozthieſt, and the lone of the beff, to receine 
grate from the one, inftrugion from the other: fanonr from 
one, countenance from another; honour from due, and bouu⸗ 
ty from an other ; kindnes from ane, andcomfozt from ainc- 
ther, where, {92 the good all, loue goeth thꝛongh all, where 
exerciſes of wit are but tryals ot vnderſtanding. and the p202 
perties of ſpech are the p2oſes of iudgment: where peace is 
the pzactiſe of power, iuſtice the grace of wildome, and mercy 
_ theglozyof iuſtice: where time is ſitted to his vle, and reaſon 


is the gouernour of nature, wohere pꝛiuiledges are p2otections 


_ fo2 the vnwilling offendant, and ſanctuaries are the fafety of 
the vnhappilp diffrefſed:where the name of want hath no note, 


baſenefſens regard „ wantonneils no grace, 192 wickedneſte 


entertainement, except the Diuell like an Angell of light come 
bnſeene to the — : where the qualities of vertue are the 
grace of honour , and the breath of wiſdome is the beauty of 


gceatnelle , where art hath rewarde of labour ſeruite the re- 


gard of duty, nature ths affect of reaſon, and reaſon the reſpect 
of indgement : where idlenefſe is hated, feoliſhnes derided, 
wilfulnefſe reſtrapned,and wickedneſſe baniſhed : where wits 
refined, bzaines ſetled, bodies purged, and fpirits purified 
make a conſoꝛt of ſuch Creatures AS come neere onto heauen⸗ 
ly natures, 


\Selene me Couſin, there is no compariſon betweone the 


Court and the Country foz the ſweets of conceit in an vnder⸗ 


ſanding ſpirit, which can truely appꝛehend the true natures 
both of pleaſures and pꝛoſit: Alas, let the Cowes lowe after 
her Calfe, and the Cue bleat after her Lambe, the Alle bꝛap, 
the Dwle ſing,and the Dog barke; What muſique is in this 


medley ? let i ignoꝛance be an enemy to wit, and experience be 


the Piſtris of fooles, the Stockes ſtand at the Conſtables 
done 3 and the Gallowes ſtand hard by the high way, What is 


all e e of waztyz to ler Laddes lift vp leaden heles, 
90 and 


ther like an Apoffle, anda Courtier like a Pꝛeacher: and then 


ſicke hath nothing to wozke vpon , except by the trouble of 
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and Wenches leare after their Lubbers; toſee old folkes play 
the foolez to laugh at the birds of their owne bzeed, and the 
young Colts wighie at their parting with their Fillies, when 
Madge mult home to milking, and Simon muſt goe ſerue the 
beaſts : What conceite is in all theſe conrles 2 but to trouble a 
good ſpirit with ſpending time in idlenes. ay BABY} 

Oh Couſin, if thou wert once well entred into the life of a 
Courtier, thou wouldſt neuer moꝛe be in loue with the Coun- 
try, but vſe it as a cleane ſhirt, ſometime fs2 a refrething , 


though it be farre courſer fo2 wearing, and little cleaner then 
that which pou put oll. J could ſay moze that might eaſily per⸗ 


ſwade you to change your opinion, and alter pour affection 
from the Country to the Court; but J hope this ſhall ſuffice, 
Af not, J pꝛap you let me heare pou ſpeake to ſame purpoſe, - 

CovnrTx Yr, Bap, quoth vou, Let me tell you, that all that 
pou haneſaiv,o2 I thinke pou can ſay, doth, no will wozkeany 
moꝛe with my witte to inchine mp humour to pour will, then 
a Pill that lyeth in the Stomake, and moze offends nature, 
then purgeth humour: foꝛ, where there is no coꝛruption Phi- 


nature, to bꝛing health into ſicknes: Doe pou thinke ſo much 
of your ſtrength as to remoue a Pil⸗ſtone with pour little fin - 
ger; 02 are pou ſo perſwadecd of pour wit, that with a woꝛd of 


pour mouth you can fake away the ſtrength of vnderſtanding⸗ 


Noſuch matter, no haſt but god: J pꝛay vou giue me leaue a 
little, and ik J ſpeaks not to pour purpoſe, J will ſpeake to 
mine owne: and J will ſay as one Dance, an Italian Poet 
once ſaid in an obſcure Boke of his, Vnderſtand me that can, 
I vaderſtand my ſelfe: And though my Country bene be w2it- 
ten in a rough hand, pet A can read it and picke ſuch matter 
sut of it as ſhall ſerue the turne fo2 mp in ſtruction. Mhat is 
2 to do in perſwading you know not what: to talke you 

re not how - Is this Court eloquence 2 Is not the Clowup⸗ 
fping of wit tho Foolifyinx of vaderffanding 2 home ſpunne 
cloth is not wozth the wearing, water is a cold dꝛinke, and 
ſimpleneſſe is but baſeneſle, and a Clowne is but a rich Begs 
ger. Now truly Couſin, you are quite out ; foz, let nts tell 
pou 
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minds, and made the belt paſſages among the beit 
and ſo — fo2 this matter. 
Now to anſwee your pꝛ and us Jcanremember, 
molt points ol your diſcourſes: Firſt, det me tell you, that 
J hold it better to ſee ſomething ol ming owne at home, then 
trauell ſo farre that q ſee nothing ol mine owne abzoad, foꝛ A 
haus heard that roling ſtones gather no moſls: And foꝛ my e- 
dutation, if it hath bene ſimple, and my diſpoſition not ſub⸗ 
tle, M I be not faſhioned; acta ding to the wozld, A ſhall bee 
the fitter fo2 heauey: nd fi my wit, to deale truely with vau, 
A had rather tin aCoppy'of a-good Tenure, then bythe 
title of an ids bꝛaine, to ktepe a fooles head in Frte- hold. 
Now foz my learning, J held it better to ſpell and put toge⸗ 
ther, then to ſpoils and put aſunder : butithere are ſome that in 
their · Child haod are ſo long e boke,that doe what: 
they can, they will mel of the Baby till they cannot ſe@ ts. 
read. Now we in the Country beginne and goe foꝛward with 
our reading in this manner, Chriſts Crofle be my |ſpeed, and 
the Hely Ghoſt 3: {oz fears the Diuell ſhould be in the letters 
of the Alphabet, as hee is tos oſten when hee teacheth-od fel-. 
lowes play tricks with their Creditozs, who in ftead of pay⸗ 
ments, write 10 V. and ſo ſcoffe many an honeſt man out- 
of his gods. 
And agamy, , when he teacheth travellozs that haue taken 
a lurtet in the Low-eguntries to ſet downe H and O. to ex-' 
pꝛelle the nature of their grieſe, and to ieaſt ont the time with 
B and R. 92 to bite mens good names with thole letters to a- 
uoyde actions of ſlander, and when they wꝛite pou R. and they 
B. Oh fine knackes ol moze wit then honeſty: But J hope 
there are nont ot theſe among vou. But J haue heard my a ⸗ 
ther ſay, that when he was poung, hee ſaw many ſuch in ſu = 
places as pou liue in, but it was a great way hence beyond 
the (alt water. Gr rene 
How foz Aﬀronomp, A thinke it be fallenfrom the height. 
1 it was in fozmer timo, foz Starres were wont to bee in 
heavens , now Cm yany then bpon thety holes; Q 
| | h 
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 bixhtin their Spurres as it they were all young Phaetons, 
that would ride Phebushoſes , while the folly of pꝛide _ 
ſit in the Chaire of ruine: but let themfitfalk when they 
vp, lealf they bꝛeake their neckes in their falls. 
Now foz your Nature and Art, Ithinke better of a natu⸗ 
rall Art, then an artificial Nature, And foꝛ pour Fozehozſe 
pate right on, I hope he is bet ter then a reſty Jade that will 
not ſtir out of the Stable , oꝛ a kicking Curtall that will ſette 
his Ryder befide the Saddle: and better dꝛaw ſoundly in a cart 
then be lamed in a coach, oz be ficke in a Foote-clotht e better 
a trus trot then a fidling amble: But let theſe humoꝛs paſte / 
Now fo2 your bewitching abiects, J doubt they will make 
abiects of Subiecks, and therefo2e I lone no ſuth dineliſhde- 
niſes, when womens syes will bewitch mens hearts, and 
the bzeath of Tongues will poiſon a mans wits. And foz your 
rauiſhing delights it 9 well vndertkand not, 
oz at leaſt, as J haus hetird, this rauiſhing is a wozd- that lg 
nifieth robbing of wenches of the inner lining or their linnen 
againſt their wills, and ik it be ſo, it is a perilous delight that 
bzings a man to the Gallowes, it not to the Diuell fo) a little 
fitof pleaſure: but if there be any better ſence in it, J would: 
be glad to vnderſtand it o at this time I care not to bs 
froubled with it. 
Now foz P2inces Pallaces, they are too high bulbinge 
fo2 our Bꝛitkes, plaine people ars content with Cottages, and 
had rather pay tributes to their maintenance, ; 
too much in our view, fo2 blinding of our eies with their gol- 


den bzightnes. Now foz life and death, hes that lines at qui⸗ 


et and will not be tontented, may change foꝛ the woꝛſe and re⸗ 
pent it, when he cannot helpe it. Oh Conſin. J haue heard 
my father ſay that it is better to ſit faſt, then to rile ans fall, 
and a great wiſe man that know the wozld to a hayze, Would 
ſay, that the meane was (ure ! better be in the middle roome, 
then either in the Garret oz the Dello? : and an other of an ex⸗ 
cellent wozlds wit, that ranns the ring with him in the walke 
of the wozld, would lay, that honour” wis but ancient- 


riches, and iy high places, whore frownes are deavly, and fa⸗ 
uours 


—_— ——_—— 


J haue ſo long beene died to a quiet lite, that would not 
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ow Are 1 was moze feare of the one, then 


hope of the other; and 2 —2 —— ä 
was better then a yeares hope in 3 
un ae 


that would leaue po fog 

hope, were moze full of w 12 

ceipt then iudgement, foz though there is no — the 
Ning, noꝛ no fiſhing to the Sea, pet there are ſa many ſuitoꝛs 
fo2 rewards, and ſa many beaters of the water, that delayes 
may be coldcomfozts of long hopes to the one, and the other 
angle all day and catch a Gudgion at night: and therefoze, 
though the wozld be like a Mell with two Buckets, that 
when one falleth austher riſeth, pet the fall is much (wik⸗ 
ter then the ryſing, and gosd reaſon, becauſe the ons goes 
downe empty and the other comes vp laden. But to be plaine, 


leuue it fo2 a wozld. 

Now foz your notes of wozth that vou haue l downein 
your Court commendations; Jallow that all may beg. 
and they that thzine in it may thinke-well-of it, and hold it 
kind of heauen vpon earth : but foz my ſelfe, J remember — 
taine notes that J read in a Becke of my Fathers owne mi ⸗ 
ting that ſhall goe with me to my graue; there were not mang 
but in my mind to gosd purpoſs: as firſt. fo greatnes, My | 
minde tome a Kingdome is ſo that the quiet of the minde is 
a greater matter then perhaps manp great men poſſeſle: 
Then fo2 wealth, Godlines is great riches to him that is contẽt 
with that hee hath, which many great men ſomtime perhaps 
haue leſſe then meaner people. Then fo2 a god rule of life; 
Feare God, and obay che King: which perhaps ſame doe not 

ſo well in the Court as the Country. Then foz the courſe ot 
the Law, Loue God aboue all, and thy neighbour as thy ſelfe: 
which if you doe in the Court as wer dae in the Coun En- 
vp would wozke no hatred noz malice miſchlefe; but lane 


in all perſons would make a pallace, a Paradiſe, which ' we | Þ | 


beff is moze enident, then in the meaneſt 


; but 

God, whoſe loue is the life ol all bz@dſuch lone in the lives of 

all, that peace may ener iue among all een e ee 5 
f 2 . 
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"Now nne what your nerde is thorsok J know not, 
but with vs, this is all we goe to ſchoole foz i to read common 
P2ayers at Church, and let downe tommon pꝛiſes at Par- 
kets, wꝛite a Letter; and make a Bond, ſet downe the day of 
our Births, our Marriage dap, und make our Wills whey 
we are ſicke, foꝛ the diſpoſing of dur goods when we ars dead: 
theſe are tho chiefe matters that we meddls with, and we find 
enough to trouble dur heads withall; fo: if the fathers knowe 
their ownechildzen, wines theirowns hus bands from other 
men, maydens keepe their by your leaues from ſubtle batcho- 
ls2s ; Farmers know their rattle by the heads, and Sheep- 
heards know their ſheepeby the bzand, Mhat ntoze learning 
haue we need af, but that experienes will teach vs without 
boke 2 Me can learne to plough and harrow, ſow and reape, 
plant and pꝛune, thꝛach and fanne, winnow and grinde, bzue 
and bake, and all without boke, and theſe are dur chieke buſt- 
nelle in the Country: except we be Jury ⸗men ts hang a theefe, 
oꝛ ſpeake truth in a mans right, v which conſelonee t erperienre 
wil teach vs with a little learning, then what ſhould we ffudy 
fs2, except it were to tale with the man in the Boone abont 
the courſe of the Dtarres? No, Aﬀfranomp is too high a reach 
foz sur reaſon: we will rather fit vnder a ſhady tres in the 
Sunne to take the benefit of the told ayze, then lys and dare 
vpon the Starres to mark their watke in the ſheauens, while 
wee loſe our wits in the Clondes : and pet we renerence leur⸗ 
ning as well in the Parſon! of sur pariſh, as our Schaole- 
mater, but chiefely, in our Julfices of peacs, fo under God 
and the King they beare great (wap inthe Counttp: But foz 
great learning, in great matters, and in great places, wee 
leaus it to great men: It wee line within the compalle of the 
Law, ſerue God and obey our King, and as good Dabiects 
ought to dos, in our duties and our prapers daply remember 
him, What neede we mo2elearuing? = 
© - Nowfoz wiſdome, J heard onr Parſon in onr Church read 
it in the holy Boke of God, That the wiſdome of the world 
is but fooliſhnes before God: And why then ſhould a man ſxeke 


ts befoolo himſelke betoze God, with moe wit then is _ 
= ary 


r 
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fary fo) -thotpiotaladgetitths wo!ld, the wiſe man mul dye 
as well as the faole, and when all are the Wonnes ol Adam; 
wee haue a faire warning to bes to buſte with talking of the 
Tree of tod much know ledge'; J haue read in the 1Bookeof 
the beſt wildome, that the feare of God is the begiuning of 
wiſdome, and ſurelp, he that begins his leſlon there may con- 
tinue his learneng the better, and come to bee a gaod Scholler 
at laſt. Salomon, thewiſeſt man that ener was faid that all 
' was vanity and vexation of the Spirit: and why then ſhould a 
man ver his ſpirit with ſerking to be as wiſe as a Woodcockez 
in beating his bzaines to get the polleſſion of vanity? And yet 
J muſt conkeſſe, that leaſt vanity turne to- vilianie; it — 
that the authozity of wildome haue power to bꝛidle the folly 
of ſelfe will: But fe2 the great wiſdome of Councelloꝛs ot᷑ 
State, Judges of Lawes, Gouernours of Citties — 
of Armies, oꝛ ſuth great People in ſuch great places, they go 
lo farre beyond gur wits, that wee had rather be — 
their wills, then enter into the depth al their difcretions; and 
content aur ſelues with that wildome which is moſt neceſſary 
fo2 vs, to loue God aboue all, our neighbours as our ſelues, 
to riſe with the day raies, and goe to bed with a candle, to eate 
when we are hungry, dzinks when wee are thirſty, trauell 
when we are luſty, and reſt when we: are weary: feare God, 
be true to the Crowne, keepe the lawes, pay ſcot and lat, bꝛed 
no quarrels, doe no wꝛongs, and labour all we may to haue 
peace , both with God and man, ſpeake truth and ſhame the 
Diuell; pitch and pay, ſay and hold, trye and trult, belieue no 
lies, tell no newes; deteiue not an enemy, no2 abuſe a friend; 
make much of a littls and moze as it map increaſe: Zhoſears 
the points of wiſdome that we runne the courſe of our Card 
by, 

'Now foꝛ valour, it is ſcene beſtin-the bet quarrelts; aud 
Saint Paul ſaid, chat hee had fought the good fight, to fight 
fo2 the pꝛeſeruation of a ſtate, the perſon ofa ning 03 — 
to keepe my houſe fromthieues, my childzen from dogs, an 
my family from kamine, and my faith from — 
Wozd 3 this hold we agent light, and the true wr] 
C3 n 
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nat to ſtand vpn puntos, not to endure a lye without death; 
challenge foꝛ a frowne, and kill foꝛ a fowls waꝛd, aduenturs 
all foz nothing, oꝛ perhaps wozſe then nothing, le lands, 
goods, life and ſoule and all in a murther 02 a bloody bargaiue, 
to pleaſe a Punke, and to be counted a Captain of the Dinels 
army, oꝛ a Gallant of the damned crew,ercept ſome few haw- 
ers befoze his end, while the woꝛme of Conſcience bites him 
at the heart, aſparke of grace enter into his ſoule, and make 
himat the Gallowes make a tepentant rehearſall of a lewd 
life, and leaue a fay2ze example at his death to all behoulders, 
perhaps with theſe good woꝛds at his departing, All yee that 
heere bee take example to be hang d by me. Ns 

Oh bꝛaue valour that makes many a weepmg epe, when 
my mother foꝛ my ſonne and my ſiſter foz my bꝛother, 82 my 
wife foꝛ my husband, o2 my father fo2 my daughter, oz mine 
vncle faz mine aunt fit and howle like dogs fo ſee the wozkes 
of the Diuel, in the wicked of the wozld. Such kinde of valour 
A haue heard my father ſay that he hath mark t in ſome places 
where he hath trauel d, J know not where, a great wap hence 
when he was poung, where he found among a helliſh compa⸗ 
ny of accurſed ſpirits, thep were called valliant fellowes, that 
durſt lay any thing, doe any thing, 82 be any thing, till they 
were woꝛſe then nothing; durſt quarrell with any man, abuſe 
any man, ffrike any man, kill any man, and care foz no man, 
durſt pꝛate, lpe, fweare and fo2\weare, ſcoffe and ſwagger, 
dꝛinke and dite, dꝛab and ffab, durſt be hang d and damn d 
fo2a:ho:ribls fit of a franticke humour, and this was their 
valour: J pꝛap God there be none ſuch amang pee where pou 
keepe , I am ſure therekeepe none fuchamong vs. 

Now fo2 truth, J hope there are moze true hearts in the 
Country then there are tongues in the City in many places, 
pea, and in greater places then J will ſpeake of, but where 

_ theybeGod-bleffe them, and where they are not, God ſend 
them, and that is all that J ſap to them: But foz ought 1 feet 
there is ſo much falſhood in the wozld that A feare there is lit⸗ 
tletruth on the earth: and in great places where pꝛoteſtations 
are without perfozmances, and excuſes are better CG 
/  Whers 
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thinke,J would thereweromoze:But with va, truth is lo be⸗ 
loued, that a Lyer is held little better then atheefe, and 
it is a leſlon we learne our little Childzen, ſpeake truth, tell 
truth, take heed pou lie not, the Diuell is the kather ol lies, 
and little better be his Childꝛen, dealo truly with all men, let 
your tongues and pour hear ts goe together, Chaift is truth 
in his holy name be true, euer tell truth and Game the Dinell;* 
be true to God in ysur beliefe and obe diente to his wozd, bee 
true to your King in the lopalty of pour hearts, bee true to 
your wines in thelhonefty of pour bodies, and bee true to pour 
kriends in perfozming pour pꝛomiſes : this is the laue we haue 
to truth, if yon haue it fo, it is a good bleſſing of God and 
makes a happy people. 

And foz lous,/if it bee in the wozld, 3 thinke itist inthe 
Country , foz where enup, pꝛide, and malice , and Jealouſie 
makes bnzz0s inmins:bjaines, what lone can bee in their 
hearts, howſoeuerit lip from their tongaes? No, no; our 
Turtles euer lie ta dur Swannes euer ſwimme toge 
ther, and our louers liue and die together. Now: if ſuch loue 
be among vou, it is wozthy to be much made of; but if you like 
to day and loath to moro, it you fawne to day aud frowne 
to mo row; ifall your lone bes to laugh and lye downe, oz ta 
hope ol gaine 02 reward; that is none of our loue: wee loue all 
goodnes and onely fo goodnes : firſt God, then gur ſelues 
then our wines; and childzen, then our family, and then our 


ik there be any obleruation in affection, J pꝛap pou, let it bee 
rather in the Country then in any place, where faith is not ſo. 
falt but fancy can alter loue vpon a little humour ok dillike. 


Now foz your fanont', when one Begger growetz rich / 


by it, how manp rich grow beggers though the hope af foꝛ⸗ 
tune: and therefozs in my minde, better be Lozd ouer a little 
of a mans owne., then to follow a Lo d fo the bare name ot a 
Gentleman, and better with a little to bee counted a good 
man, then with gaping alter — thought; A Know 
not what: Truly Confin, thi 2 thing is belt in his 


owne 


friends: and fs hath loue his conrfe in dür lines : and therefoze- | 
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eee e! aka urtier 
cannot hold the plough but he wil be (onefrene — — 
man ſo a Countrp⸗maͤn cannot court it, but hoe wil ewe 
in ſomewhat from whente he comes. b 
And foꝛa Ladies loke; J thinke wee haue wenches in the 
Country that haue as faire eves as finer creatures, who when 
they liſt to lokekindlp, will make many glad though few gay 
kellowes And fo2 apparell, plaine ruſlet is our wearing, while 
pied coats among vs we account players 92 fwles; except they 
be better men then the beſt of our pariſh, except our Landloꝛd. 
Now fo2 pꝛeferment and aduantement, they be encons 
ragements „to ſome Spirits that are bozue under the 
ckiming climate, but foz mine owe part J loue not to 
play the flye with a Candle, ko; feare of burning my wings 
but will leaue the ladder of honour to him that beſt knowes 
hom to clim be, and to fit faſt when he is vp. Pow fox your 
Occurrents, what are they 2 but newes ſometime true and 
ſome time falſe, which when they come to vs they ure tommon⸗ 
lp moꝛe caſtly then comfo2table , and theretoꝛe wee deſtre not 
to trouble aur ſelnes. Now fo2 diſciphering of Characters, 
I haue heard mp father ſap in the old time, that they were 
accounted little better then toniurations in which were wꝛit⸗ 
ten the names of Diuels that the Colledge of Hel vſed to con⸗ 
iure vp in the woꝛld, and belong d onelp to the ſtudy of Soꝛte⸗ 
rers, Witches, Wiſards, and ſuch wicked w2etches, as not 
caring fo the plaine woꝛd of God, got with ſeratehes of the 
Dinels tlawes into hell: but how true it is Gvdkuoweth 7: 
but that this is true euery man knoweth that it was a deuiſe ot 
ths Diucll at the firft, to put ints the head of a deteiuing heart 
{hat hauing no true noꝛ plaine meaning in conſcience, would 
W2ite ſo, that no man ſhould vnderſtand him but himſelfe, oz 
like himſelfe, and onelp to hodwinke the woꝛld foz loking ins 
to his wickedneſſe: But what is the end ol all wily beguily 2 
ſeeking to deteine other, deceiu d himſelfe moſt of all: How 
letters af darkenes deniled by the Dinell fo2 the followers of 
his debgnes in the courles of his deceipt: honelt men in the 
GE a nen no ſuch matters „ but ſa far as: 
may 
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may be to Gods glozy and the good or a tate, ta find out the | 


plets, and to pꝛeuent the miſchis fe of a villanie, being done in 
Gods holy name and by his grace, J hold it a fine quality to 
difcipher a Character, and lay open aknaue: But fo2 vs in 


the Country, wee loueno ſuch bzaine-labours as may bing 
our wits into ſuch a wood, that we know not how to get out 


ef it. Now {oz enditing of Letters: Alas, what neede wee 
much adoe abgut a little matter e If weican waite, wee com 
monly begin and end much after one manner: Truſting in 
God you are in good health, with all our friends: and ſo to the 
matter, either to bozrow, oz to pay, oꝛ to know the pꝛiſe of 
your Cattell, oz foz a merry meeting, 02 1 thanke you for my 
good cheere. And ſo with my hearty. commendations, I com- 
mit you to God. From my houſe ſuch a day. Your loving friend 
to his power. And then ſeale vp the paper, and waite on the out⸗ 
fide : To my louing Coufin, Neighbour, or Friend, at his houſe 
in ſuch a place, with ſpeed, if the time require, and ſo no moze 


n 5 2 A _ 
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ados - Except it bee aLoue Letter, and then a fowe idle | 


woꝛds of | 

Sweete heart, I commend me vnto you, and haue beene as 
good as my promiſe, and haue ſent you a paire of gloues by 
Meg your Brothers beſt beloued, and vpon Friday (God wil- 
ling) Iwill meete you at the Market, and wee will be merry, 
and talke further of the matter, and if you be as I am, ſay and 
hold, | know my portion, and when yours is put to it wee ſhall 
live the better: And fo, keeping your Handkerchiffe ne ere my 
heart: till I ſee you, I reſt . 


WW 
7, ourrdnring life in true lone 


. . 


Now foz your Stiles of honour and wozſhip to this L82d 
and that Lady on the outſide, and a deale of humility and cere- 
mon on the inſide , me thinkes it is a wearying ol the miade 
befoze you come to the matter: And as J remember a great 
wiſe man that would diſpatch _ matters in little — 
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dur vnderſtanding, then to goe about with wo 


The Courtier and the Country-man, 
would thus ener read Letters, in the beginning two wozds 
fo the Stile and other tips at the end fo2 the concluſton, ſo 
noting the treble abone, and the baſe beneath, he would ſoone 
in the middelf find the ſubſtance of the Puſique: and to tell 
truth, few wo2ds and plaine, and fo the purpoſe, is better fog 
2ds £0 tell a 


long tale to little end. 
Now ik we cannot wꝛite, we haue the Clerke of the thurch, oꝛ 
the Scholemater of the fowne to helpe vs, who fo2 our plaine 
matters will ſerue sur turnes wel enaugh, and therekoze what 
neede wee trouble our heads with enditing of Letterss 
Now, fo2 D2ations, they are fitteſt fo2 Schollers to allure 
an audience to attendance : but foꝛ vs, wa haue moze vſe of 
our hands to wozke ſoz our linings, then of sur eares toheere 
the ſound ok a little bzeath, pet J allow it among you in ſuch 
places, as you line in: but where truth is the beſt eloquence, 
we make but two woꝛds to a bargaine, and therefoze foꝛ your 
long diſcourſes, wo deſire not to bs wearied with them, but 
will leaue them to you that haue moꝛe vſe of them, and haue 
time to hearken to them. 
Now fo2 pour Mcffages, alas cannot we giue a Cap and 


make a Legge ts our betters, and deliver our minds in feis 


wozds, without we learne to lone do wanne as though we were 
ſeeking of a Rabbets neſt, oꝛ that we had committed ſame ſuch 
fault that we were aſhamed to fhew our faces, oꝛ make a long 
congie as though we were making pꝛeparation to a Galliard, 
when ik a koote flip we map haue a diſgracs in the fall; and if 
n woꝛd be miſplaced, it is halfe a marring to all the matter: 
and theretoꝛe koꝛ meſſages, our matters being not great, (mall 
inſtruc tiõs wil ſeras our turnes koꝛ the deltuery of our minds. 

Now foz congratulating of Pꝛinces, God bleſſe them, they 
are too great men foz vs, moze then to pꝛap fo; them; and 
their matters tos high fo2 our reaſon to reach after: it is 


enough foz vs to giue a Cake foz a Pudding, and a pint of 


Mine fo? a pottle of Beere: and when wee kill Hogs to ſend 
our Childꝛen to our neighbours with theſe mellages, Pp Fa- 
ther and my Bother haue ſent you a Pudding and a Chine 
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and defires you when pon kill pour hogges you will ſend 


him as good againe. Now foez great folkes , they haue ſuch 


_ great chopte of pꝛeſents, and ot ſuch great charge, and ſuch 


groat care in the delivery of them, that (L oꝛd haue mercy vp- 
on vs) wee in the country cannot tell what to ſay vnto them, 
but, Cod blefſs them that haue them, and much good map they 
doe them. 

How fo2 Ambaſſages and Ambaſſado2s, wee know not 
what the woꝛd meanes and therefoze little care to be troubled 
with the men;fo2 when we heare of any man that comes from 
a ſtrange Country, weeſay, I pꝛay God he comes fe2 good, 
and then hee is the better welcome: Tuch, talke to vs of a 
Basket oꝛ a Basket maker, and not of an Ambaſſadoꝛ noz 
Ambaſſages; but make pour ſelues, that beſt know the 
meaning of them, the beſt vſe you can of them; fo2 vs, wee 
tare not to loke after them;moze then to pꝛay fo2 them, that 
as they doe, oꝛ as they meane, ſo God bleſſe them, 

No foꝛ pour Officers, their charge is ſo great, that wee 
deſire not their places, foz we hold a pꝛiuate quiet better then 
a publike trouble; and a cleane conſcience wozth a wozid of 
wealth: Row fo2 your D2ders,perhaps pour need of them is 
great, where diſozders may be grieuous : foz vs in the Coun- 
try, we haue few, but in the Churches fo2 our Seates, and at 
our metings fog our places, where, when Maiſter Juſtice , 
and the high Conſtables are ſet, honeſt men, like good fellows 
will ſit togeither ; except at a Seſſions; oz au Afliſe wee bee 
called vpon a Jury, then as it pleaſeth the Clerk of the Peace, 
ſet one afoꝛe another: and therefoze fo2 ozders What neede we 
trouble our ſelues with other then we are vld vnto: remems 
ber J have heard my father tell of a wozld of o2ders hee had 
ſeene in diuers places, where he had traueld, where right good 
Gentlemen, that had followed great Loꝛds and Ladies had 
enough to doe to ſtudy oꝛders in their Seruice : a Trencher 
muſt not be laid, noꝛ a Napkin folded out of oꝛder; a diſh ſet 


done out of oꝛder, A Capon carued, no2 a Rabbet vnlaced 


out of o2der ; a Gooſs bzokenvp,,no2 a Paſty cut vp out of aꝛ⸗ 
der; a Glaſſe filled, noz a 785 bncouered noꝛ deliuered = 
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The Courtier and the Country- man. 
ok o2der ; you mult not ſand, ſpeake, no2 loke out of aꝛder: 
which were ſuch a buſtnes foz vs to goe about, that we ſhould 
be all ont of time ere we ſhould get into any good oꝛder: but 
in that there is difference of plates, and euery ons muff haue 
their due, it is meats fo2 good manners ta kepe the rules of 
good oꝛders : But how much moꝛe at reff are we in the Coun⸗ 
try that are nottronbled with theſe duties: 

Now foz your eyes of bzightneſſe, I feare yon are not trou⸗ 
bled with toe many of them; late ſitting vp, long watching, 
and night buſines, as Witings, readings, caſting vp af ac⸗ 
counts, long watchings, and ſuthlike other buſtnes; beſides 
gaming, plaping at Cards, Tables, and Dice, oz ſuth ſports 
as ſpend time, are all dangerous for weake ſights, and make 
a woꝛld of ſoꝛe eies: But as you ſaid, ſome of the beſt ſoꝛt are 


' wifer in their actions and moze temperate in their motions , 


and therefa2e keep their ſights in moꝛe perfection ; which may 


be examples to others, if thep haue the grace to follow them: 


But fo2 aur eies it᷑ we do not hurt them with a ripe of a twig 
in the wod, a flps ta the apꝛe, oꝛ a mote in the Dunne, our 
eyes are as bꝛight as chꝛiſtall, ſo that we can ſe the leaſt thing 
that may doe vs gosd; and if we can ſe the Dunne in the 
mozning and the Poone an night, ſee our Cattell in our pa- 
ſtures, aur ſheepe in the Common, our Cozne in the fields, our 
houſes in repaire, and our money in our purſes, our meate 
on our tables, and our wines with our Childꝛen, and loke 
bp to heauen, and giue God thankes foz all, wee ſeeke no bet- 
fer ſight. 

Now koꝛ the cleannes of pour hands, A feare that now 
and then ſome of pe haue pour hands fo troubled with an itch, 
that you mu haue them noinfed with the ople of gold, 
befo2e you can fall to any god wozke: and ſome of pes, that 
though your wits haue gon ina2ntions, pet pou cannot waife 
without a golden pen, which indede,beff fits a fine hand. But 
fo2 vs in the Country, when we haus waſhed our hands, after 
no faule wozke, no; handling any vnwhaleſoms thing, wee 
nedenolittle Fozks to make hay with sur mouths; ta thzow 
aur mea t into them. 

Now 
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Now foꝛ the purenes of your hearts; except Rings, Qucenes 
and P2inces , and ſuch great perſons, make no compariſon 
with Country people, where yea and na” are our wozds of 
truth; faith and froth are our bonds of lone, plaine dealing, 
paſſages of honeſty ; and kinde thankes continues god neighs 
beur- hod: A lper is hated, a ſcoffer ſcozned, a ſpend-th2ift de⸗ 
rided, and a miſer not beloued: a Swaggerer impziſoned, a 
Di upkard puniſhed, and a Jugler whipped, and a Thefe 
hanged, ſ92 our hearts will harbaur no ſuch Gueſts : And foz 
Tone, two eyes and one heart, two hands and one bady,twa 
toners and one loue ties a knot of ſuch truth as nought but 
death can vndoe. 
Now foz bꝛaines of Wiſdome, A thinke hee is wiſer that 
keepes his owne, and ſpends no moze then needs, then hee 
that ſpends much in hope of alittle, and pet may hap loſe that 
to at la. Mob fog tongues of truth, let me tell pou, fay2e 
woꝛds make foles faine, and Court holp-water will ſcarce 
waſh a foule ſhirt cleane, except it came from ſach a Foun» 

taine, as eu ry man muſt not dip his finger in: But Couſin, 
when hear ts and hands goe together, wozds and derds goe 
together; tele are the tongues that will not faulter in their 
tales, but tell oa in the face of the wide wozld; andthere- 
foze excepting the bell that maß bee examples to the ref, 4 
thinke ik truth be any where, the is in the Country. 

Now fo: the nableneſNe or minds; it fitteth the perſons in 
their places: but foz vs in the To! antry, wee had rather haue 4 
old Nobles in our purſes, then a bare name of noble without 
Pobles: the reaſon may be that we doe not know the naturs | f 
of noblenes ſs well as wee doe of Nobles, and therekoze wee 
teareonely ſo much of the coſt of it, that we haue no heart ta 
loke after it; but where it is truly we honour it, and ſay, God 
bleſſe them that baue it; and ik they be woꝛthy of it well may 
they keepe it, and that is all that J ſap to it. 

Now to ſpirits of goodues, alas, there is not one in the 
wozld; Chziſt Jeſus dur Dautour ſaid ſs, There is none good 
but God : andif there be any on the earth, A thinkea god be- 
liefe and a good life doth bet expꝛeſle the nature of it. 

D yz | To 
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To concluds with Uertne, in which von lay vp all the 
treaſures of life I doubt not it is in the beſt, would it were 

ſo in all with vou, but bee it where it plealeth God fo ſend it 

[i once, I verily belieue it to bee as truly in the Country as in 
1 places of higher compaſſe : and by your leave, let me tell you 

„ ofa Riddle of my fathe rs one wꝛiting, touching that rare and 

0 pꝛetious Jewell. | 


There is a ſecret few doe knowe, 

Avd doth in ſpeciall places grow, 

A rich mans praiſe, a poore mans wealth, 

A weake mans ſtrength, a ſicke mans health; 
A Ladjes beauty, a Lords bliſſe, 

A matchleſſe Jewell where it is: 

And makes where it is truely ſeene, 

A pracious King, and glorions © ucene, 


And this ſaid he, is vertue , which though he vnderffod in 
the Court, yet he made vſe of it in the Country. Now there- 
if foꝛe god Couſin, be content with pour humour, and let me a- 

1 lone with mine, J thinke J hene anſwered all pour poſitions: 
100 and let me tell pou, whatſoener pon ſap, A verily belieue that 
Wt ere you die, J ſhall finde pou rather in the role of peace in the 
1 Country , then in the tryall of patience in the Court, except 
1 the heauens higheſt Grace, and vnder heauen our earths high⸗ 
i eſt Honour, make you happier in their fauonrs then the whole 
1 wozld elſe can make pou. And now, what ſay pou further vn- 
1888 to mee. 

WW |- Z Co vRTr. I ſap this to you, kind Couſin, that pour Fa- 
M thcrsleffons haue made pou better learned then J loked foꝛ, 
but pet let me tell you, had you ſeene but one of our ſhowes 
in dur Triamphs heard one of our Songs an sur folemne 
; dapes, and taſted one of our diſhes, in our ſolemne feaſts, you 
WW would neuerloke moꝛe on a Pap-game, liſten moze to alou- 
= | p Ballad, no2 euer be in loue with beefe and pudding. 

1 *- Covnr. Dh Couſin ſfay the Bells, I thinke you are de⸗ 
ceiued, fo2 it may be that at one of theſe @howes, J might 
ſee 
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ſe the fruites of my labaurs and my pooꝛe Neighbours, flong 


maur, wich to be as wiſe as they that were no wiſer then they 


tranell abzoad te no better purpaſe. | 

Now foz Songs, a plaiue ditty well expꝛeſſed, is better 
with vs, then a fine conceit , as faigned in the vopce as the 
matter. Now foz pour diſhes of meat. J will tell you, I heard 
my father once repoꝛt it ſoʒ a truth, that a great man who li⸗ 
ued where you liue, ſent him koꝛ a great dainty a Po2poſe Pye 
oz two cold: which taking very thankfullp , and canſing: the 
Meſlenger to ſtap dinner with him, he cut one of them vp, and 
very nicely taking out a ptece of it, gaue it to my Mother, 
which ſhe no ſooner had in her mouth, but it had like to haue 


marred all with her fomacke, but ſhes quickly conueped it 
all vader boꝛd, which my Father ſeeing, ſaid, why how now 


wife 2 What : doe pou loue no good meate ? yes (quoth the) 
but J p2ay pou taſt of it your ſzlfe : which he ne ſoner did, but 
he made as much haſt ont of his mouth with it as ſhe did, then 
did the Childꝛen like wiſe the ſame, and the Seruants being 
by, their Maſter offred ech ane a pece of it, no ſoner taſted 
sf it, but they did ſo ſpit and ſpatter, as if they had beene poy⸗ 
ſoned; then he gaue a peece to his Dogge, which ſmelt to it, 
andleft it: by and by after tame in a Miller and his Dazge ta 
whom mp Father inlike manner offered a peece, but neither 
man 1902 dog would eate of it: where vpon my Father hearti⸗ 
ly laughing, with thankes fo his great Lo2d fo2 his kinve ta- 
ken, ſent one of them backe againe to him with this meſſage , 
Commend me, J pzap you, to mp good Lozd,- and teil him 3 
heartily thanke his honour, and tell him, if either my ſelfe, 
oz my Wife, oz my childzen, oz my ſeruants, oz mp dog, 
82 the Miller, oz his dogge, would Haug eaten of it, would 
neuer haue ſent one bit backe againe to him of it: but it map 
ber that it is moze wheleſame then tothlome, and hee may 
make a better friend with it: ſo, paying the meſſenger koꝛ his 
paiues, ſent him away with his meſſage, which was no ſoner 
deltuered, but his Lozd heartily laughed at it: This was * 


A 


. 


away in gaudes and feathers; and perhaps haue a pꝛond hu⸗ 
Gould be : and therefaze J thinke, better tarry at home then 


ao 1 4® — 4-4, 
1 ”© hy n n 
— 


8 


— — „r e —_— — —— 52 
. "Om Area mae —— . . 2 — — * ns 2 
PR mo — - - * — 
_ — — 


= : EF — 2 k 
— e 


p: ĩ˙— —-—— FT— 


The Courtier and the Country- man. 


of your fine diſhes. Another , a great Lady ſent him, which 
was a little Barrell of Cauiary, which was ns ſooner opened 
and taſted, but quickly made vp againe, was ſent backe with 
this meſſage, Commend me to my good Lady, and thanke her 
honour , and tell her we haue blacke ®ope enough already; 
but if it be auy better thing, J beſeech her Ladyſhip to beſtow 
it vpon a better friend, that tan better tell how to vſe it. Now 
if ſuch be peur fine diſhes, A pꝛay you let me alone with my 
Country fare. And now, what ſay you slſe vnto mee, 

Co vx r. A ſap this, that Pature is no botcher, and there 
is no waſhing ofa blacke Booze, except it bee from a little dur- 
ty ſvscat : the Dre will weare no Socks, howſocuer his feete 
carry their ſausur: and Diogenes would bee a Dog, though 
Alexander would give him a king dome: and therefoze thongh 
vou are my kinſman, A ſe it is moꝛe in name then in nature: 
thy bꝛeath ſmels all of Garitke, and thy meat taſts all of mam- 
maday pudding, which breaking at both ends, the ſtuffing 
runnes about the Pot: And ſince J ſee thou art like a Pilffone 
that will net eafilp bee ſtirred, J will leane thee to thy folly 
till J finde thee in a better humour, foz J ſ& the Puſique of thy 
minde hangeth all vpon the baſe ſtring, Farewell, 

CovNrT. Nay ſoft a while, let me not be in pour debt, 
foʒ an ill woꝛd oꝛ two: I lee truth is no lyer; all in the Covrt 
are not Cour tiers, 02 euery man that hath witte is not truly 
Wile ; \o2 then no man would ſpend bꝛeath to no purpoſe: an 
Oxes foot map bee ſweeter thenaCods head, when Sockes 
map bee but ſaueguards fo2 bare tooes in bꝛoken ſtockings 2 
Garlike hath beene in moze grace then Tobacco, and is pet in 
the Ceuntry. with them that loue meate better then ſmoake. 
Diogenes is drad, and Alexander is in his graue; and better 
bee a maniſg Dogge then a dogged man: And if your good 
will be to pour good woꝛds, you are moze like a ffranger then 
a kinſeman. And foz my pudding, J belicue it will pꝛoue bet- 
ter then a Cobaccs pipe: ſo, rather deſirous to be a Milſtone, 
not to ſtirre at every motion, then a feather ina Weather 
cocke, to turne with euery gaple of winde, J will pꝛay foz 

your better wit, then pou haue ſhowne in a ſelfe wild humour, 
| . and 


The Courtier and the Country- man. 


and lo till A ande you in maze patience and lee badion, 4 will 
leaueyou (iT vey ty agiine > beping that you | bee as 
J am, and will be a friend, to fo2get all ill humours, and ready 

Co VYRATIER, Ss will J, and ſo, Farewell, * 


Thus they parted for that time, but what fell out ac 
their next meeting: as you like of this, you ſhall hesse 
more hereafter, 


—_— 
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Neceſſary Mer "al Courtier 


AQueſtion. 
Hat is a Courtier ? 
eAnſwer, An Attendant vpon Pately, 
a companion of Nobility, a friend to 
T8 Unrrtne, and a hope of honour. 
A 2 ueft, What 5 are chiefely to be re- 
| u in 2 Courtier? 
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2 What are they? 5 
A. A good body , and a good minde. 
Q. How are they to be vſed? 
A. In humillity and cinillitp. 
©, To whom? 
A, The firſt vato God, the ſecond to man. 
Q. What are the proofes of a good mind? 
A. Lone of gaodneſle, and fearc of greatneſſs, 
2 What are the tokens of a good body: 
A. Abilitp and agilitp. 
9. What preſerucs a good minde in goodneſſe⸗ 
A. Paper and Charity. 44 
D. And what keeps the body in ſtreugth ? 
He \\Coritinence and exerciſe. 
2. What! is the chiefe grace of a Courtier? 
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A. Me tence nest tan. 9 8 
W. ber is che Honeur of a, Couttier / 
A. The loue ot vertu. N e 
2. What is the wealth of a Courtier? 0 hol 
A. Theloue a Ring. un n A 
Q. What is the charge o of eee 12 
A. Truth in Religion, care in his Seruite, une to his Ba ; 
ſter, and ſecrecy in his truff, _ 
2. Whatis the care of a Ceurtier? | 1 
A, eee to keepe well, ta liue well, and to dye | 
e | ; 
2. What qualities are chiefely coquiredi ina Courtier? | 
A. Wiſdome, Ualsur, Learning, and Bounty, i 1 
2. What learaing is moſt fit for a Caurrier ? | 1 


A. Dininity, Philoſophy;Policy, and Hilter. 
- 
| 


What are the O:namentsot a Courtier ?;- FA - 
A. Uariety of Languages obſernation of Trauels, experi 0 
ence of Hr ures, and the vſe of Unde-ſtanding, -i-// A 1 
Q. What is a Courtier moſt totake heed of? { 
A. Ennious Ambition, malicious Faction, palpable. pure. 
rp, and baſe Pandariſme, | FE 4 
What is a Courcier chiefely to take note of FER 88 . 
A. The diſpoſttion of the beſt, the wazds of the wiſett, the K 
actions of the nobleſt, aud the carciage of the faire, 
— What things chiefely is a Courtier to be charie of ? 
His tongue and his hand, his purſe and his midle finger. 
What conuerſauon is fitteſt for a Courtier? 
Mile wits, noble ſpirits, faire eyes, and true hearts. 
2. How ſhould a Courtier hope of aduancement? + 
A. With pzayer to God, diligence. in his ſeruice, rect of 
porſons, and iudgment in affections. | © - - | 1 14 
2 What diſcourſes are fitteſt for a Courtier ? 
A. Admiration of wiſdame defert ofhonour, truth ofvalour; 
and life of loug. 2 
©, What friends are fitteſt fa a Courtierꝰ | 
A. The wiſe and the W thevalanta and the honetk. 
2. What 
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NN moſt deli ſghteih a Ladies eye ln a Couttier? 
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* . mats are fitteſt for a Courtierꝰ 


A. The erpert, the faithfull, the diligent andthe carefull, 


9, What is the true valour in a Courtier? 


A. To feare no fo2tune, to be patient in aduerſity, to mas 


ſer affections, and to fo2gius offenders. 
Q What are the follies in a Courtier? 
A, Uaine diſcaurſes, idle complements, apiſh fancies, and 
 ſaperfluons expences. 
What are moſt dangerous in 4 Courtier e 
A. To bee inqhiiũtiue of Occurrents, to reueale Secrets, to 
ſcozne Counſaile, and to murmur at Superiozitp. 
What things are moſt profitable to a Courtier? 


A. Aſharps wit and pitti appꝛehenſion, a ſmoth eech, 
and a ſound memozy. 


Q. What ſhould a Courtier chiefely obſerue in a King? 


A. Mis wiſdome, his valonr,his diſpoſition, and affection. 
2 What in a Councelior > 


His religion, his reaſon, his tare, and his indgment. 
, WhatinaLord? * 

A. Vis title, his woꝛthines, his ſpirit, and his carriage, 

Q. Whatina Lady? 


A. Mer beauty, her poztion, her parentage, and her diſpaſi- 


tion, 
2 What in an Officer ? 


Mis knowledge, his care, his diligence, and his conſci- 
ence. 


Q. What time is beſt ſpent in a Courtier ? 


A. In pꝛaper, in ſtudy, in graue diſcourſe, and in good ex⸗ 


erciſe. 
And what time is worſe ſpent? 
A. In deuiſing of faſhions, in fitting of fancies, in faining 
of Loue, and in honduring viiwozthines, 
Q. What is commendable in a Courtier ? 
A. Concealing of diſcontentments, mitigating ofpaſſions, 
_ affablility in ſpeech, and courteſie in bohaniour, ©  - 


A. frat 


A. | Neat — wile lo ſpec, to  mannage bon, to 
dance well. Rt 
What moſt cententeth u King ia Colittier ) \ 
A. Religions valour, reuerent audacity, humble u, and 
— Faithfull ſeruice. 4 | 
Q. What ismoſt obblefinie to the minde'of a Courticr 7 
A. Conſciente and patience; tontinente and adkinoure.” 
Q. What are moſt grieuous to a Cour tier??? 
A. Thofrowne of a Ming the dilpleaſure ofa Lavy, the fall 
of honoar, and the want of wealth. 
Q. What friend ſhall a Courtier moſt rely vpon ? 
A. His God, his King, his wit, and his purſe. 
Q. What foes ſhould a Courtier molt ſtand ine feare of: 
A. Wanton eyes, glib tongue 8, hollow hearts, and irreligts 
ous ſpirits. 
Q. What things are neceſſary for a Courtier to haue euer in 
memory: 
A. Temperate ſpeeches, moderate actions, deliberate i inuen⸗ 
tions, and diſcreete reſolutions. 
Q. Whar delights are moſt fit for a Courtier ? 
A, Riding and Tilting, hunting and hauking. 
Whatis moſt comely in a Courtier?⸗- 
8 ſkayedeye, a faire hand, a ſtraight body, anda good: 
egge. 
Q. What ſhould be hated of a Courtier 2 
A. Uudenes and baſenes, flaathfulneſſe and laouenlinelte. 
What ſpeciall ſeruants of name are mofſt fit for a Courtier x 
A. A Barbour fo2 his Chamber, a Taploꝛ fo2 his Mard- 
robe, aGroome fo? his Stable, and a Foote⸗man foz his 
Peklage. 
Q. What is the hapineſſe of a Courtier- 
A. To feare God, to haue the fauour of a King, to be able to 
lend, and to haue no ntede to bozrow. 
What is the ſhame of a Courtier:? | 
* To take much and giue nothing, to bozrow much and lend 
nothing, to uy much and perkazme nothing, and to 
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Id a Courtier be alwaies' - 


